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Open Space Plan (2013)

o Open Space, Parks, and Recreation Plan
o A joint project of CitiParks and the DCP
o A guide to the optimal use of the City’s Open Space
o A document based on data analysis and public input to be the 

gameplan for the City’s open spaces
o 25-year Vision
o 3,500 residents participated



Open Space Plan (2013)
o Population changes over time

o Park system built for 670,000 population, 305,000 now
o Created an informal layer of vacant and distressed properties that 

the City has to deal with the effects of.
o Change in park / recreation trends

o Mobile population, able to travel further for better facilities and 
focused on more than just neighborhood recreation

o Wider variety of interests and demands for our public open space
o Incorporation of the natural system into the urban environment
o Set the developable framework of the City by determining what we 

take off-line



Walksheds



Park Recommendations
o INVEST 
o REDEVELOP
o RELOCATE 
o EXPAND 
o NATURALIZE
o DIVEST



Recommendations



Open Space Plan Recommendation
o Lawn and Ophelia Park

o Lawn and Ophelia Park (0.4 ac.) is located in the neighborhood of South Oakland 
(15213) at the intersection of Lawn and Ophelia Street. It consists of a play area that 
is adjacent to a Hwy 885 off ramp.

o Recommendation: DIVEST or NATURALIZE
o Focus investment at Niagara Park, and create better pedestrian connections from this area of South 

Oakland to Niagara Park.
o Due to its zoning (R1A-VH) and the development pressure in Oakland, it may be possible to market this 

site for the construction of townhouses. If an alternate owner cannot be secured, the site should be 
naturalized.

o Niagara Park
o Niagara Park (0.2 ac.) is located in South Oakland (15213) at the corner of Craft 

Avenue and Niagara Street. It has a play area and a half-court basketball court and 
sitting area arranged in a half circle facing Niagara St.

o Recommendation: INVEST
o Invest in improvements at Niagara Park. Remove fencing, enhance the play area including providing 

shaded seating. Green the site and add more neighborhood park features.

o 2017 Capitol Budget Request for Park Improvements



Naturalize
o Naturalize. Revegetate the property with 

appropriate species (riparian or upland), 
restore ecosystem or riparian processes, or 
remove invasive species or non-native 
vegetation (including turf grass). This may 
include development of low impact trails 
and other compatible features (viewing 
blinds, environmental education features, 
etc.).



             Process
o Options

o Community Stewardship
o Adopt-A-Park

o City- Design/build



o Overarching Goal: Create a stormwater 
overlay to inform how the city can 
responsibly redevelop using stormwater 
as the lens.

o Identify high-yield CSO reduction 
opportunities sites for GI interventions

o Coordinate with City departments and 
agencies to ensure a comprehensive 
evaluation is conducted

o Strategic urban planning based on stormwater 
management 

o Include potential stream separation and 
daylighting opportunities

Tanner Springs, Portland OR

CITY-WIDE STORMWATER 
ASSESSMENT
approach



PRIORITY SEWERSHEDS

Phase 1 CSO 
Sewersheds:
• 80/20 Rule  - Sheds 

that generate most 
CSO volume & 
tributary to WWP 
Phase 1 Tunnel

• Approx. 13,810 acres 
in total area 

• 10,115 stormwater 
inlets

• (40% of total city 
inlets)

• 3.0 Billion gallons of 
CSO annually

CITY-WIDE STORMWATER OVERLAY



SOHO RUN

CSO Outfall: M-19
Current Priority Ranking: 6
Annual Overflow: 150 MG
Neighborhoods: Uptown, 
Bedford Dwellings, Upper 
Hill District, Middle Hill 
District, Terrace Village and 
South Oakland



City-Wide Stormwater Overlay
o Lawn + Ophelia Park

o M-19 + M-19B flows

o M-19
o Need to manage 55.2 Acres of Impervious Area within the 

sewershed

o Benefits
o Goundwater recharge
o Flood control
o Improved water quality
o Community amenity/asset



OPPORTUNITIES FOR COMMUNITY 
ENHANCEMENTS IN THE PARK



Stormwater Trust Fund
o Fee-in-lieu for developers
o Use on City Property
o City Planning + DPW + PWSA









Next Steps

o Determine future stewardship of the park
o Community Stewardship

o Organization
o Funding
o Maintenance

o City
o Green infrastructure
o Design/construction

o Design Process
o Removal of infrastructure
o Implementation



Thank you!

Q&A


